
Meet the 2021 Parish Council Candidates 

Hello, my name is Maria Mellado and I am running for Parish Council.  I 

have been a member of St. Alphonsus Church since 2001.  I am originally 

from Chile.  I have one son Mario. I actively help with the Spanish Mass 

each month and I am an active member of Iowa WINS.  Thank you! 

Hi.  Most of you know me.   My name is Maureen Walsh and I am 

married to Marc Lindeen.  I am originally from St. Louis but attended 

college in Cedar Rapids.  I was introduced to my husband by Theresa 

Woline and married Marc in 1992 and returned to Iowa.  I have been a 

nurse for 44 years and plan to retire from full time work soon and 

thought this would be a good time to give more of my energies to the 

church.  I hope that the Holy Spirit will direct to me where I will be of 

service.  I look forward to serving the people of St. Alphonsus. 

Hi Everyone! My name is Samantha Holtkamp and I have been coming to St. 
Alphonsus since I was born. I graduated from Mount Pleasant Community High 
School in 2016 and decided to continue my education at the University of 
Northern Iowa to pursue my dream of becoming an educator. With God 
leading me and some hard work I was able to Graduate with a degree in 
Elementary and Middle Level Education.  I was blessed enough to be offered a 
full time position for the 2021-2022 school year. Every time Father brought up 
the Parish Council in mass I felt like I was being pulled to it. I turned to God in 
prayer and simply told him " I will do whatever you want me to do". I believe I 
would bring new ideas to the council and I would love to have events that 
would promote more involvement from our youth and young adults. It would 
be an honor to serve on the Parish Council, thank you for your time and 

Hello, my name is Dr. Joe Tansey and I would like to continue to serve on 
parish council in order to contribute, facilitate, and encourage our faith 
community. My interest lies in fostering communication and 
cooperation.  I am excited for the new directions for faith formation and 
feel that I can continue to provide support and leadership in the role of 
education.   


